the ground, and he walks upon the ball of the foot. The leg is very much smaller, and about two lines shorter than the other. The temperature is considerably lower, and he complains very often of the limb being cold; and although the right leg be stinted in growth, the limb, measured to the ball of the foot on which he rests, is considerably longer than the other limb, measured to the sole of the foot, which throws the body off its equilibrium, producing an unsteady jolting motion in walking, both was surely wrong with the foot. The mother, however, is inclined to date the commencement of it to an injury some months subsequent to that, after which it got more evidently defective. When the child began to walk, which was when 18 months old, the nature of the malady became apparent; for it was now observed that the heel was raised from the ground. As the boy grew in years, the deformity increased, and it was then evident that the leg of the deformed foot was much smaller than the other. Walking was more than ordinarily fatiguing to him, and he very often stumbled or fell to the ground on the defective side. No curative measures have been resorted to. A boot with the heel raised to suit the deficiency has been the only assistance he has had to enable him to walk with any degree of comfort.
The following is a description of the state of his foot previous to the operation.?The foot, when he is standing, forms a straight line with the tibia, the convex tarsus, and the lower extremity of the tibia projecting three-quarters of an inch beyond the point of the toes. The heel has acquired its greater elevation, being raised about six inches from the ground, and appears to be squeezed against the lower extremity of the tibia, behind which it projects to the extent of three-quarters of an inch-The foot does not admit of the smallest degree of flexion or further extension, and were it not from the lateral motion which it admits of, it would be difficult to say that it was not a case of ankylosis. In walking, the foot rests upon the phalangeal extremity of the metatarsal, bones of the four lesser toes, the great toe being drawn up about half an inch from the ground ; the little toe is squeezed under the second, and the second under the third ; and the cuticle of these two is indurated to the consistence of horn. Fig. 9 .
On the 8th September 1839, I divided the flexor tendons in the sole, and by the 14th the shape of the foot was so much improved, that he could walk about the house on the ball of the foot, which he never could do before.
On the 15th, I divided the Tendo Achillis in the usual way, and placed the limb on a well-padded pasteboard splint.
19th. I mentioned in the description of the foot, that this boy's limbs were more than ordinarily muscular. From this circumstance, and from the high degree of deformity, I anticipated much difficulty in the application of the apparatus, and also in turning round the foot from its deformed position, to that of a somewhat perfect form; but I was gratified to find that the reverse was the case.
The division of the flexor tendons in the sole, a week previous, to dividing the Tendo Achillis, a method which I prefer, produced a wonderful change upon the foot, without any extension having been used, but, purely by the action of the powerful antagonist muscles, the resistance to the straightening of the foot having been overcome by the division of the flexor tendons. By the sixth or seventh day, he could walk about the house upon the ball of the foot, the case being converted from a varus to an ill-shaped pes eqvinus, the heel being about four inches from the ground. Complete cure.
